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The 36th Annual World Catfish Festival was a huge success. Saturday, April 2, was a beautiful day and the crowd came out to enjoy the festival. The festival had entertainment on the stage in front of the courthouse from 10 AM until 4 PM. Little Miss Catfish was crowned as well as Miss Catfish Queen. Our Catfish eating contest for four years in a row was won by a Texas entrant. This catfish eating contest always draws a large audience. There were over 140 arts and crafts vendor booths filled and displaying all kinds of merchandise.  The kids really enjoyed the Kids Zone again this year. The 5K run and walk had over 100 participants. Thanks to the Catfish Festival committee that worked hard to make the festival a success. A big “thank you” goes out to all of the volunteers, sponsors, Mayor Walton and   Belzoni’s city workers. The festival would not happen with out them. The proceeds of the Catfish Festival go to help fund the work of the foundation. Thank you to everyone for all of your hard work.

The Foundation is continuing to work hard to attract tourists to Belzoni and Humphreys County. We have mailed over 100 packages to tour companies to tell them about our tourist attractions and asking them to visit and see what we have to offer. Hopefully, these tour companies will add Humphreys County to some of their Mississippi tours. Our hard work is beginning to pay off in that we had several tours come to Belzoni since the first of the year. Summer should be busier with tours.

Our Belzoni Main Street committees will have a training session on Tuesday, May 24. Our volunteers make the difference. The only way that Belzoni and Humphreys County can move forward is through the work of our volunteers. Wanda Hill is the volunteer chairperson of Belzoni Main Street and welcomes any others who would like to help Belzoni. Call Wanda at 662-836-7886 and volunteer for one of the committees. Thanks to the City of Belzoni for funding this project. You can see by the figures below how much the Mississippi Main Street has impacted the State of Mississippi. Mississippi Main Street Quick Facts for 2010:123 New Businesses (Net), 45 Business Expansions, 548 New Jobs (Net), $25,115,426 Public Dollars Invested,
$26,727,988 Private Dollars Invested, 68 Facade Rehabs, 23,316 Volunteer Hours
The free workshop: “Communication: Listening and Hearing are Different” was held on Thursday, April 14. This workshop was applicable for our small business owners and our citizens. Jamye Long, Ph.D. of College of Business, Delta State University was the instructor. Dr. Long discussed effective vs. ineffective communication, active listening, communicating with email and social media. She presented practical information that can be used in business as well on a personal level.
The Executive Director attended an International Council of Shopping Centers meeting in Birmingham. Retailers made presentations about the demographics that they were requiring from communities. Several retailers were met individually and information and demographics about Belzoni were presented to them.

The Foundation is working on plan with Mississippi State University to help beautify Highway 49 in Belzoni. The Foundation is working with Mississippi State University to design a plan to landscape Hwy 49. Once the plan is received from MSU, the plan will be presented to the owners of the property.
A couple of years ago, the Foundation along with the City of Belzoni started working with MDOT and Senator Simmons to get the Highway 49 corridor lighted from the intersection of Pluck Road to the intersection of First Street. The hard work has paid off with the lighting to be installed this summer. This section is very dangerous at night and many accidents and fatalities have occurred due to the lack of lighting. Thanks to Senator Willie Simmons for all of his hard work on this project.
The Foundation has promoted “Shopping at Home” in The Banner, Facebook and email.

 There are five excellent reasons to shop at home: 
1. Buying local creates jobs 
2. Small business fosters community  
3. Buying local keeps the dream alive 
4. Buying local boosts your local economy. 
5. Buying local creates a ripple in society. 
We are also reminding local residents that for every $100 spent at a local small business in Humphreys County, $68 returns to the community. 

Some of the benefits of membership in the Belzoni Humphreys Development Foundation are:

-Medical insurance with Blue Cross at group rates for small businesses of 1 to 50 employees. Acceptance is guaranteed and at true group rates 

-Discounted long distance of 3.9 cents per minute with no monthly fees. 

-Member will be listed on the BHDF website 

-Member will be listed on The Friends of Humphreys County Facebook page. Member can also post their promotions directly on this Facebook page.

Working together, we can build a brighter future for all.
