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Plans for the 36th Annual World Catfish Festival are well underway.  The Catfish Festival Committee is making plans to make the festival bigger and better than before. This year we will have great live entertainment, Little Miss Catfish Contest, the crowning of Miss Catfish, 5K Run, great arts and crafts vendors, expanded kids activities and much more.  There will be fun for the entire family. 

Our Belzoni Main Street volunteers will have a training session on Thursday, February 24. Our volunteers make a difference. Wanda Hill is the volunteer chairperson of this project and welcomes any others who would like to help Belzoni. Call Wanda at 662-836-7886 and volunteer for one of the committees.  Myra Dunlap is chair of the Design Committee, Tiffany Greer is chair of the Promotions Committee, Wanda Hill is chair of the Organizational Committee and Steve Anderson is Chair of the Economic Restructuring Committee. Thanks to the City of Belzoni for funding this project. You can see by the figures below how much the Mississippi Main Street has impacted the State of Mississippi. 

Mississippi Main Street Quick Facts for 2010 
123 New Businesses (Net)

45 Business Expansions

548 New Jobs (Net)

$25,115,426 Public Dollars Invested

$26,727,988 Private Dollars Invested

68 Facade Rehabs

23,316 Volunteer Hours

Plans are underway to have the workshop: “Communication: Listening and Hearing are Different”? This will be a free workshop and applicable for our small business owners and our citizens. Cooper Johnson, Ph.D., Chair, Entrepreneurship in Business Technology, College of Business, Delta State University will be the instructor. Watch for the announcement of the time, date and location.

The Foundation’s Ladies Night Out was a huge success. This year more merchants participated as well as more ladies (and men) taking advantage of the great sales and the fun.
The citizens of Isola participated in a presentation of the First Impressions program of Mississippi State University. "First Impressions" is just what the name implies, capturing the thoughts and observations of visitors on their first visit to a

(over)

community. These observations, both positive and negative, are then used to raise issues that the community can evaluate and prioritize for in-depth study or immediate action.
The Foundation and Chamber Plus sponsored a “Lunch and Learn” in November 2nd at the 107 Restaurant. The topic of discussion was an update on the health care bill and issues of importance to our businesses related to that bill. This a topic of utmost importance to our small businesses because the healthcare bill is so complicated.
The Foundation is promoting tourism for Humphreys County by contacting tour groups. Several hundred brochures were mailed and emailed to these tour groups and inviting them to come visit the many tourist attractions that Humphreys County has to offer.

The Foundation has promoted “Shopping at Home” in The Banner, Facebook and email.

This past Christmas season we listed five reasons to shop at home: 
1. Buying local creates jobs 
2. Small business fosters community  
3. Buying local keeps the dream alive 
4. Buying local boosts your local economy. 
5. Buying local creates a ripple in society. 
We are also reminding local residents that for every $100 spent at a local small business in Humphreys County, $68 returns to the community. 

The Foundation will be working to help cleanup up and beautify Highway 49 in Belzoni. The Foundation will be working with Mississippi State University to design a plan to beautify Hwy 49.

During October, November and December, the Catfish Museum had 109 visitors from 18 states and 3 countries. The number of visitors to the Catfish Museum is increasing as we publicize the great places to visit in Humphreys County. 

Some of the benefits of membership in the Belzoni Humphreys Development Foundation are:
-Medical insurance with Blue Cross at group rates for small businesses of 1 to 50 employees. Acceptance is guaranteed and at true group rates 

-Discounted long distance of 3.9 cents per minute with no monthly fees. 
-Member will be listed on the BHDF website 

-Member will be listed on The Friends of Humphreys County Facebook page. Member can also post their promotions directly on this Facebook page.

Working together, we can build a brighter future for all.
